16 | wadomssay, December 15 2021

YOUTH

L _v'v-lfh!- e e t.ﬁ- !‘_;.M‘»’,-ni-_ E; Lol =

preter s, without doubt, @n essen-
tial companent of a better solation
moving fopwird, according w the

report

Put to test

Born in 1992 in & nucal family in
Yanyuan county, Stchuan provinee,
‘Tan lost her hearing ot the age of 8
as a result of medical maipractice.
Enduring & silent world, she was
foreed to drop aut of schopl.

LANZHOU — For Lo Xizofeng's
elective course in Northwest China’s
Lanzhou University, students fill up
the classroom and evet crowd the
aishes at least half an hourinadvance,

Drugs and HIV/AIDS, ‘sexual
rinorities and HIV/AIDS, sex educa-
tion - topies that are traditionally
sensitive and embarrassing for many
Chinese due to a refatividy eonserva:
tive calture — are now highlights of
Laso's clags, which attracts over 1,000

applicants every year,

“Many of my classraates chose
LAs course as we never lm::;;
epportunity W learn sex-re
k:{::iedge this systematically and
vomprehensively. before” says Niu
Yue, a student from the School of

twice A year. Although not expen-
give, the schood fees were still a bur-
den 0n ber parents’ finances.

*] knew how precious the oppor-
tunity was for me. T had to ‘work
barder at school than the others,”
“Tan says.

Thanks to her outstanding per-
formance, she finished her primary
school in three years, and at Leshan
Special Bducation School, she fin-
ished her jumior and senjor high

Journalist and . Communication.
“One of the best things about the
course i that it shows us that sex is
justas open to diseussion as any oth-
er subject.”

The cours¢ was establishied 1o
guide students in understanding the
science in the prevention of con-
tracting HIV or AIDS. “Everviliing
started from a field trip toa village in
Yunnan, where intravenous drug use
was once a major cause of HIV infec-
tions; The province borders the
Golden Triangle, an area notoriops
for nareotics in Southiesst Asin,” Says
the associate professor.

According to Luo, back then, he
was g Ph student in AIDS epidemi-
ology ar Fudan University. Tt was

ory in infor-
Uation resources management.

I she hadn't seen Tang’s recruit-
ment information online in 2017,
following graduvation, Tan’s: path
would have led her to become a
teacher at a special education
school. Law seemed to be a tough
career choice for someone with
hearing difficulties, because one of
the most obvious qualities of an
attorney is vocal eloquence.
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the first time T met an HIV-positive
person, and frankly speakingd was
worried” i

The first time cating Mﬁl'ﬂ* per-
som, Lua’s eves almost neverieft the
chopsticks. *I concentrated on the
pleces he picked and avoided even
moving my ntmsﬂsww #a of
the dish. L.
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In 2007, Mang recruiwd five col-
lege graduates with hicaring disabil-
ities, including Tan: Among them,
he hoped, would be the country’s
first hearing-impaired lawyer.

The job opened a new chapter for
Tan, who has met and communicat-
ed with people from various walks
oflife, most of whom had some type
of hearing impairment, for legal
consultation. At first, however, her
lack of basic Jegal knowledge meant

ing them as she would anyone else
Luo was then determined to leamn
from her and kept telling himself to
“remoye the stubborn bias about
this special group”

Gradually, Luo accepted: the
patients from his heart. He would
take a ladle and deink water from
water tanks in their homes when
thirsty. “The experience was memo-
rable, creating an wnwavering need
o educate more people about the
virus,” he says.

With such 2 simple purpose, in
2017, Luo: launched an elective
health education course for coltege
students at Lanzhou University,
which involved some AlDS-related
knowledge. The class was warmly
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cpower  the h\mnn-(,-m;m\\m
comumunity st enable them W He
s¢en, and heard, The fisst step in
achieving that goal is passing the
national bar exam, which has an
estimated pass rale of 17 pereent
according to this yvear’s exam data

released by the Minis Justice

est last
vs, which,
hardest
things” she has faced. M people
have to watch lots of video lecture

received, andl as students expressed
their willingness to leam more, the
teacher cpened another  elective
course specializing in sex and HIV/
AIDS in 2019. He has also made the
course content available nationwide
through online platforms. ‘So far,
Luo’s sex and HIV/AIDS course has
been viewed more than 9.82 milion
times, and teas of thousands of stu-
dents from nearly 600 universities
across Chiba have taken it.

Though HIV and AIDS continue
1o be controlled at alow level in Chi-
ng, the problem of IV and AIDS
ANONE Young people has anracted
much attention in recent years.
According to data released in 2019
by the Chinese Centers for Disease
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Her witddie «hool teachier omee

wWid' ber that she would be the

bridge between people with hear-
alties and those who can

hear ele
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obstacle

she over-
o become
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Elective sexual health course proves popular with students

Control ar
new HIV

rention, about 3,000
s are reported every
students aged 1510 24in
v, mainly due to unpro-

s view, factors such as the

after sexual matarity and the lack of
§ex education contribute w0 the
Bpread of HIVE :
Among varfous HIV .and. AIDS"
prevention measures, publiciy and
education are considered o be the
primary means and the most eco-

nomical and efféctive “social vaeei-

nes’, which Jare essential for
teenagers, Lmsm ‘ b,
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Elective sexual health course proves popular Most Viewed
with students

Culture Insider: From a court painting to
modern winter sports
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24 Solar Terms: 6 things about Major Snow

LANZHOU —For Luo Xiaofeng's elective course in Northwest China's Lanzhou University. Ten photos from across China: Dec 17 — 23

students fill up the classroom and even crowd the aisles at least half an hour in advance.
Boy has big skates to fill

Drugs and HIV/AIDS, sexual minorities and HIV/AIDS, sex education —topics that are ;
= Xi looks to greener growth across globe
traditionally sensitive and embarrassing for many Chinese due to a relatively conservative

culture—are now highlights of Luo's class. which attracts over 1.000 applicants every year.

"Many of my classmates chose Luo's course as we never had the opportunity to learn sex-
related knowledge this systematically and comprehensively before." says Niu Yue. a student
from the School of Journalism and Communication. "One of the best things about the course is

that it shows us that sex is just as open to discussion as any other subject.”
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